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“Black Girls Talk Back”: Resisting racial marginalization online
DIVERSITY

Kanzuda Islam
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Last Thursday, April 28, Ming
Trammel, Ph.D., took the stage in
Youngchild Hall Room 121 to shed
light on how teens of AfricanAmerican descent take to social
networking in an effort to combat
being left out of the social dialogue.
Trammel, a pronounced
gender studies researcher, spoke
about the various facets of social
life of millennial youth that have
been transformed by the presence of digital networking, and
further explained how the experiences of some social groups have
been “conveniently ignored” by
the scholarly literature.
In particular, she discussed
experiences pertaining to young
African-American women, their
Facebook profiles and their blogs.
According to multiple studies conducted by Trammel, a vast
majority—roughly 70 percent—of
young African-American women
took to social media platforms
like Facebook, Twitter and various blogging portals, both large
and small, in an effort to voice
their opinions. No organized
study focusing specifically on
these women’s experiences in
fighting racism and marginalization through those mediums had
been conducted before.
Trammel also spoke in-depth
about how the dialogue regarding
issues of race, when implemented
into any other field of research
or study, is perceived as taboo
and rendered “unapproachable”

Ming Trammel, Ph.D., gives a talk about African-American women and social media.
Photo by Luke Payne

in many respects.
Regarding the experiences
she had during the study, Trammel
shared, “I began to think about the
tensions that would frequently
arise, especially when the conversation was about issues relating to
black females.”
“I do a lot of work on gender
and STEM [Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math],” she continued, “and any time I would be
in a room talking about issues
relating to gender and STEM,

someone would bring up issues
related to women of color, and you
could just feel the tension grow in
the room.”
Trammel also went on to
detail the ways in which young
African-American females confronted issues of race on social
media, and how their reactions
were largely reliant on the type of
crowd that was being addressed.
All in all, Trammel’s speech
highlighted the complexity of
social media’s role and its effect

on teens of different skin colors
and genders.
“She provided us with stats
that she gathered during research,”
remarked freshman and psychology major Saahil Cuccria, “but I
failed to understand what the goal
of the research was.”
“What question did they
need an answer to, or what
hypothesis were they trying to
prove?,” Cuccria continued. “Was
it on how ‘girls talk back?’ She
[Trammel] mostly gave examples

of comments and some posts that
expressed the girls’ opinions on
issues, events and incidents, but
those posts could either be blog
posts or statuses; that distinction
was unclear to me.”
“Regardless of [the] lack of
connection that I felt,” Cuccria
concluded, “I walked away with
some information about how
black teens use social media, and
some interesting stories of successful activism.”

The Civic Life Project challenges students’ perceptions of society
ART & COMMUNITY

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Last Wednesday, May 3, the
fourth annual celebration of the
Civic Life Project brought thoughtprovoking documentaries to the
Lawrence community. The event,
which ran from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in
the Somerset Room of the Warch
Campus Center, showcased four
student-directed documentaries
and allowed community members
to share their thoughts on the
issues portrayed.
The Civic Life Project is
a nationwide effort to engage
students in community issues
through documentary filmmaking. Over the course of the past
year, four teams of students were
given ten weeks each to research,
write and direct a film on a community issue that interested them.
Artist-in-Residence in the Film
Studies department and organizer of the project at Lawrence
Catherine Tatge asserted, “We
want to engage community members in thoughtful dialogue about

Attendees discuss a film shown at the Civic Life Project event (left). Senior Matt Geleske speaks about the film he, Joe Pegorsch and Daniel Card directed for the project (right).
Photo by Luke Payne

how we can help each other help
one another. We’re all an important part of the dialogue.”
To begin the evening, Tatge
welcomed guests, noting that “it’s
really amazing to see everyone
here, and the support we get from
this community.” Students, faculty, staff and others claimed their
seats at the round banquet tables.
The evening was structured as a
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guided viewing, with a student
moderator at each table.
Attendees watched each of
the new Civic Life Project films
in turn, and after the viewing the
student moderators led 10-minute discussions on the issues
presented. Lawrence University
President Mark Burstein introduced the event with a short
speech, and the showcase began.

Junior and film major Hugo
Espinosa introduced the first film
shown, “Brown Water.” Espinosa,
who produced the film alongside seniors Jamie DeMotts and
Taylor Dodson, described it as “a
brief investigation into the issue
of groundwater pollution affecting our neighbors just outside of
Appleton.” A thoughtful documentary which explored the connec-
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tions between groundwater pollution and dairy farming, “Brown
Water” presented the issue at
hand from various perspectives.
After the showing, the audience erupted into a lively discussion on groundwater issues. While
most audience members agreed
that public health and environ-
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WORLD:
People who identify as “global citizens,” or citizens of the
planet Earth rather than any
particular nation, are increasing in numbers, particularly in
developing countries, where
56 percent of people hold this
view. However, in some nations,
most notably in Germany, this
number has been decreasing
in recent years.

RLD

PUERTO RICO:
On Sunday, Puerto Rican Governor
Alejandro Garcia Padilla said that
the government cannot make the
$422 million payment owed to
creditors this week. The government owes an additional $1.9 billion by July 1, and is now planning
to enter into default in order to
avoid these payments.

MALAWI:
According to a UN report, an estimated 10,000 albinos in Malawi
are at exceptionally high risk for
murder. Albino body parts are
believed to hold magical properties in some local traditions, and
65 attacks, abductions and murders of albinos have been reported in the country since 2014.

Asian-Pacific Islander American Heritage Month
begins with “Build Your Own Roll” event

DIVERSITY

Hannah Kinzer
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The second annual “Build
Your Own Roll” event was held
on Sunday, May 1, from 5 p.m.
until 7 p.m. in the Diversity
Center. The event, coordinated
by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs (OMA), Waseda and the
Pan-Asian Organization (PAO, formerly Asia-A), celebrates AsianPacific Islander American (APIA)
Heritage Month.
Junior and Student Program
Assistant for the Diversity Center
Kendra Pankow said, “We wanted
[…] a fun, easy way to get people
to […] celebrate […] Asian-Pacific
Islander Heritage Month and we
figured a lot of their cultures have
some sort of rolls. [The event]
was just a creative way to bring a
bunch of different cultures together and celebrate all of them at
once.”
At the event, there were three
tables set up where attendees
could make or try rolls. Each table
was sponsored by one of the event
planning groups. OMA sponsored
make-your-own Filipino plantain
rolls and also served Hawaiian
Spam rolls. Waseda served sushi
rolls. PAO sponsored a makeyour-own spring roll table.
The Filipino plantain rolls,
also known as Turon and sometimes referred to as “banana
lumpia,” were planned by sopho-
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more and Student LAMP Program
Coordinator Sam Bader. Attendees
selected pre-sliced plantain from
a bowl and rolled it in brown
sugar. Next, they placed it onto a
lumpia wrapper, similar to wrappers used for deep-frying egg
rolls, and rolled up the plantain.
After sealing the wrap by running
some water over the fold, they
brought the roll to the kitchen
where it was fried. Attendees also
got a scoop of ice cream to complement the roll. Bader also made
Hawaiian Spam rolls, which consisted of pieces of cooked Spam
and rice rolled in nori, a type of
edible seaweed sheet.
At PAO’s spring roll table,
attendees dipped thin rice sheets
into warm water until they were
bendable. Then they chose from a
variety of items to add in the roll,
including pork, carrots, cucumber
and hoisin sauce, and rolled them
up in the rice sheet. There were
two types of sushi rolls at the
Waseda table: one with salmon,
egg and avocado, and one without
the salmon. Seniors and Waseda
students Momoko Oka and
Haruna Kinoshita made the rolls.
In the past, Waseda has served
cucumber rolls.
Oka said, “We thought [the
rolls were] so simple so I talked to
the Diversity Center … to get the
salmon and avocado so [they are]
more fancy.” The Waseda table
also had dishes with soy sauce to

dip the sushi in, and wasabi for
attendees looking to add spice to
their rolls.
The event was open to
the Lawrence community, and
there were many attendees. Oka
remarked, “There were a lot more
people than we expected.” Half an
hour before the event ended, the
sushi rolls and Hawaiian Spam
rolls were all eaten.
The event centered around
celebrating diversity. When asked
what she gained from the event,
sophomore and Chinese and East
Asian studies double major Liana
Januss said, “I got to meet more
people!”
Pankow said she hoped people gained “a sense of community of Lawrentians celebrating
other people’s cultures and other
Lawrentians’ cultures as well as
learning a little bit about different
cultures.”
The event is part of a series
of events throughout the month
focused on Asian and Pacific
Islander cultures. Junior and PAO
Co-President Evelina Vang said,
“Everybody loves food, right? But
I really hope that [people] keep
in mind that […] it is Asian-Pacific
Islander Heritage Month and […]
that they keep their eyes out for
events relating to those issues
and topics and not just the food
events.”

ing a strong support system and
network for all its members.”
Noguchi echoed these statements, saying, “I want LI to reach
out to groups and give opportunities that all members of the
Lawrence community can take
advantage of.” He plans to focus
significantly on bridging the gap
between “international” and
“domestic” students at Lawrence.
Noguchi stated, “LI is open to all
students at Lawrence and wants
domestic students to participate
in its events, and to contribute to
LI as an organization. However,
many students still think that LI is
exclusively for international students.”
Rajbhandari shared similar
sentiments, saying “My vision for
the future of LI would be to ensure
that LI will continue on providing,
not just for international students,
but for other students who are
interested with the same support
system of being a friend and a
home to people away from home.”
She thanked LI for this
opportunity, saying “I would not

have been a part of the board if it
was not for LI giving me all these
wonderful opportunities to connect and volunteer. I will ensure
that the purpose of LI will keep
going with my hard work and
dedication.”
Lu also remarked that she
is thankful for the familial aspect
of the organization: “LI is a big
group of people with different cultural backgrounds and shar[ed]
similarities as an international
student in this school,” she said.
“What I can do most importantly is to cooperate with my team
members and accomplish my job
100 percent.”
Lastly, Akram reiterated
that “LI is our home far away
from home. The members come
together as a family during different events and activities. I want
to encourage people to be more
involved.”

NEWS
UNITED STATES:
Cheap gas prices have led to low
or even negative profits from big
American oil firms. Exxon Mobile
posted its smallest profit in more
than 16 years, and Chevron lost
$725 million this year, its worst
report in 14 years.

UNITED STATES:
Ted Cruz and John Kasich
have both dropped out of the
Republican Primary elections.
Donald Trump is now the
sole Republican candidate for
President of the United States.

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman

Civic Life

continued from page 1
mentalism are important issues,
they shared different perspectives
on how to fix the problems presented.
The
second
film,
“A
Generation On Change,” told the
story of a transgender youth in
the Fox Valley. Junior Chris GoreGammon introduced the film,
which he and Htee T. Moo ‘15 created. “This was something that we
both felt privileged to do,” GoreGammon said, “not only because
we are part of the transgender
community, but also because we
did not come from backgrounds
like that shown in the film.”
Rowan Saecker, the subject
of the documentary, shared her
story of coming out as a trans girl
in Appleton. Although her parents were supportive, Saecker still
faced issues of discrimination and
stigmatization. “The biggest message of our film is the importance
of respect,” noted Gore-Gammon.
Next, Senior Rose Nelson
introduced the film she made
with sophomore Sara Morrison,
“Confinement,” or “Mental Health
in the Prison System,” an introspective investigation into the
relationship between mental illness and incarceration. The film
discussed how mental illness can

cause criminal behavior, and how
the criminal justice system often
lacks appropriate tools to care for
the sick. A lively discussion followed the film, as many audience
members shared their own experiences with mental illness and
the problems it can cause.
Finally, presenters showcased the newest film of the group,
“Breaking the Silence.” Directed
by seniors Daniel Card, Matt
Geleske and Joe Pegorsch, the film
dealt with the impact of racism
in the Appleton area, and how
racial injustice can affect community members of all types. In
the documentary, many Lawrence
students shared traumatic stories
of racism within the city. The film
raised questions on how to deal
with prejudice in our community
and motivated attendees to act
against injustice.
During the showcase, Tatge
emphasized the importance of
self-expression and education in
becoming engaged members of
society. “We’re all so energized by
the current elections, and I think
we can all agree that democracy
matters,” she noted. “But democracy rests on the shoulders of
our children who will inherit our
world. The Civic Life Project gives
students a voice, a way to explore
issues in our community and [a
way to] express how they feel
about that.”

Dance for Ecuador
CAMPUS AFFAIRS

A new era commences for Lawrence International
CAMPUS AFFAIRS

Eleanor Legault
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

This past week, the community of Lawrence International
(LI) elected sophomore Tamanna
Akram to serve as the organization’s 40th president, alongside
freshman and Vice President-elect
Kazuma Noguchi, and freshmen
Mingyan Lu, Binita Rajbhandari
and Daniel Vaca as incoming
members of LI’s General Board.
As President, Akram “would
like to start with tiny steps and
strengthen LI as much as possible for the years to come.” Some
of her goals include “increasing
outreach to our general members
and getting them more involved in
the planning and coordination of
events.” Akram also said that she
“want[s] to increase LI’s representation at various platforms such
as LUCC [Lawrence University
Community Council] and CODA
[Committee on Diversity Affairs].”
Akram would also like to open
more platforms for discussion and
dialogue “to ensure LI is maintain-

Donations from the event went to Red Cross to support its relief efforts in Ecuador.
Photos by Luke Payne

Students learn Merengue and Bachata styles of dance, as well as Salsa dancing.

VARIETY
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“They’re Not Even Fish”

Madeira Seaman
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

“No Roaming Fees”
Leigh Kronsnoble
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

Last fall, I met up with a lovely friend of mine from Lawrence
who was also studying abroad. We
made plans to spend a day together
in Florence—I know what you’re
thinking: what college student just
“meets up” with a friend in a foreign country and why would anyone
find such serendipity worth reading about? But I promise I’m going
somewhere with this article.
Anyway, she and I had been
messaging back and forth for some
time in order to plan it. After finding
the right combination of a mutually available weekend and a cheap
plane ticket, I told her which day
I was coming. Although a set date
and a vague, “I’ll text you when I get
there,” would normally be enough,
we couldn’t be as ambiguous as that
because I don’t have a cell phone
plan here.
While my second hour on
Spanish soil saw a herd of students
positively trampling Vodafone for a
data plan as accruing international
fees and increasingly restless hands
pled their case, I never got that far.
It wasn’t a defiant outcry against the
perils of connectedness or an intense
desire to subvert the social sway, but
merely an expense I didn’t want to
pay. In the end, it wasn’t an insurmountable adjustment considering
I can do all the calling and texting
I want, so long as it stays within the
comfortable confines of glowing wifi
bars and the benevolence of Spanish
internet speed.
What my lack of cell phone service did mean, especially when traveling without the security blanket
of 4G to put my worries to rest, was
that we couldn’t make plans the way
you and I normally do. I mean that
we couldn’t make tentative plans and
then actual plans and then, “oops,
I took too long to get ready,” and,
“wait, did you mean you’re actually here when you texted, ‘I’m coming’?” Sorry, here is the updated
reason as to why it’s two hours later
than we planned, tweaking and verifying in order to eventually meet
much later than planned in an artsy
café with over-priced bakery items.
Rather, about a week before
we were to meet, I messaged her
excitedly that, “I’ll be at the train station at about 9 p.m.!” to which she
enthusiastically responded with a
telling variety of party hat and dancing emojis, saying she would see
me then—it’s worth noting that my
ETA was mostly just an exercise in

estimation and mental math, as the
Italian train system is anyone’s guess.
After the most nonchalant
flight I have ever been on and an
incredibly loud and crowded train
station with gestures emphatic
enough to be understood in any
culture, I arrived in Florence. I wandered around for about ten minutes when—voilà—we found one
another! To the collective surprise
of no one over forty, the way people
have met up for hundreds of years
pulled through for us and there we
were, ready to catch up thanks to the
simplicity of commitment.
It’s interesting that I didn’t
think much on this until after the
fact, when I realized that I felt a
weird sense of pride at our ability
to get by with one less modern convenience, if only for a day. That is
not to say this is a moralizing piece
about the dangers of being attached
to a device—far from it. I will be
the first to admit how technology
and all its convenience has made so
many months away from home so
bearable.
That being said, every once and
a while, I think that always being
available, thinking of flexibility as a
command rather than a suggestion,

See page 8

There is a myth that if you
lick a sea anemone—you know, the
thing that Nemo lived in—you’ll
have good luck for seven years. Now,
I come from a town where licking
banana slugs is a sort of rite of passage, but I drew the line at marine
life. I wasn’t above touching the
squishy little invertebrates, though.
The first time I ever touched
a sea anemone was in a tank with
other organisms that children could
feel to learn about the life in our local
shores. It wouldn’t be until years
later that I realized how important
my time learning about the ocean
was when I was young.
Even stranger than the sensation of touching a sea anemone was
the sensation of touching the sea
star. More familiar than the anemone, the sea star seemed like something I would know. I saw them on
the rocks and had a pretty good idea
of what they should feel like.
Instead of squishy and soft,
like their appearance suggests,
the little invertebrates were rough
and incredibly solid. They felt like
carved, spiky stones with slimy moss
growing on them.
Now sea stars have no blood or
brain. Instead, they have a water vascular system and a nerve net. These
little critters move around by pumping water into their body and moving their thousands of tube feet to
slowly scoot across the ocean floor.

Sea stars are closely related to sea urchins and sand dollars, all belonging to the phylum
Echinodermata, which means
“spiny-skinned.” Sea stars may look
soft, but they have a spiny endoskeleton made of very small bones called
ossicles. Some sea stars have very
large spines, like the crown of thorns
sea star. Sea stars can also have many
more than five “rays,” or arms. Sun
stars can have upwards of 20 arms
and sometimes a five-rayed sea star
will regenerate limbs that result in
unusual numbers.
One of the strangest behaviors
of the sea star has to be how it eats.
Sea stars have an incomplete digestive system, which means they don’t
have a mouth and an anus—they
just have one hole that does both
jobs. When sea stars come across
some food, they push their stomachs out of their butt/mouth and
begin to digest their food outside
of their body. Not quite how you
expected Patrick Star to chow down
on a Krabby Patty, but that’s biology,
baby.
Unfortunately, sea stars can’t
survive out of salt water, so there

are no star-shaped buds in the rivers and lakes of Wisconsin. They do
thrive in most salt water environments, though, so sea stars are fairly
common. An organism has to be
resilient to survive in environments
that go from violent waves to dry
sun multiple times a day. A sea star’s
hard body and strong tube feet provide an animal made to survive in
the intertidal. Sea stars are also able
to regenerate lost limbs, so if they
suffer injury, they can bounce back.
A sea star’s life is not all easy,
though. Unfortunately, food and
water quality in some parts of the
globe can cause sea stars to succumb
to a condition called “sea star wasting disease.” This disease slows the
regeneration process and can also
cause deterioration of a sea star’s
body.
Sea anemones are the soft bodied, slimy organisms that I expected
the sea star to be. I wonder what
sort of luck licking a sea star would
bring. Regardless of the rigidity of
their body or luck-bringing abilities, I don’t think I’ll be licking any
marine organism any time soon.

Uncaged

… is a serial comic created as a collaboration between the
Creative Writing Club and the ilLUstrator Comics Club. This
week’s installment was written by members of the Creative
Writing Club and drawn by Carly O’Rourke.

SPORTS
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Golf ends final season Tennis conference championships
Wesley Hetcher
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

It was a very emotional weekend for the Lawrence
Golf team, who competed in
their final Midwest Conference
Championship as a varsity sport.
The team was able to place seventh over the three-day, 54-hole
match.
As he has for much of his time
at Lawrence, junior Nigel Schuster
led the charge for the Vikings. He
tied for sixth out of the more than
45 competitors. This earned him
All-Conference honors for the second year in a row.
Unfortunately
for
the
team, they will not be returning to the Midwest Conference
Championship next year, as the
University has opted to cut funding for golf as a varsity sport.
This had been decided well before
the spring golf season began, so
the team was aware all season
long. “[The weekend] was kind of
sucky because all the guys knew
it was over. So we really tried
to go out and prove that we’re
actually a decent golf team,” said
Sophomore Ryan Clark, “kind of
like we deserve to be a sport.”
The mentality taken into a
competition can undoubtedly
swing the outcome, and in the
case of a sport like golf, where
physical prowess does not neces-

sarily translate to success, mental
fortitude becomes all the more
important. To elaborate, Clark
continued, “You have to control
your emotions, and tame your
brain. If something gets to you too
quickly, things can go downhill
real fast.”
The Vikings did not let their
emotions impede their abilities,
however, and for the most part
improved their round scores each
day. Their mentality was to place
one spot better than expected, and
this was the outcome for most
cases.
Moving forward, golf will
likely become a club sport beginning with the 2016-17 season.
While this means that competitions are still available, it comes
with drastic changes to the team
identity. To say that the team will
miss the experience is an understatement: “It was really rough on
the ride home when it set in,” said
Clark, “We listened to some really
sad songs in the van.”
Unfortunately for the Vikings,
there is no experience next year
to compare with the varsity team
that has been lost. This does not
mean, however, that the individuals have given up on their sport.
As always, the most important
shot is still the next one.

Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Last weekend brought a close
to the Lawrence University Men’s
Tennis team’s season. The team
competed in the conference championships at the Nielsen Tennis
Stadium in Madison, Wisconsin.
The singles competition was
played out on Saturday, April
30, while the doubles competition was played out on Sunday,
Apri 31. For singles, the team
brought home consolation titles
for Lawrence.
Junior David Jumes fell to
Carroll University’s Peter Jaeger
in the championship quarterfinals
at No. 1, but turned it around in
the consolation flight to make it to
finals. Jumes won the consolation
championship at No. 1 against
Illinois College’s Miguel Vaca.
Senior Brain DeCorte defeated Monmouth College’s Landon
Walker in the quarterfinals at No.
2, 6-3, 2-6, 6-1, but lost against
Grinnell’s Cole Miller in the semifinals at No. 2 later that day.
Sophomore Bill SchumanKline lost in the quarterfinals at
No. 3, but came back in the consolation flight to win the consolation
championship at No. 3. SchumanKline defeated Illinois’ Elijah
Rhoad to move to the championship game. To win the consolation flight, he defeated St. Norbert

College’s Kyle Battle 8-0.
Senior Mitch Kasprzyk won
in the first round against Illinois
College’s T.J, Lawal 6-0, 6-3,
but fell to Lake Forest College’s
Dragan Trivanovic in the quarterfinals at No. 4 later in the day.
Senior Adam Busch lost a
close match against St. Norbert’s
Joe Oleniczak at No. 5, but came
back in the consolation flight
to come out on top in the finals
against Carroll’s Andrew Nemcek,
8-2.
Senior Ethan Perushek fell to
Mitchel Gjerseth from Carroll in
the quarterfinals at No. 6, but won
against Knox College’s Ganesh
Uppalapu 8-1. Perushek fell short
in the consolation championship
against Lake Forest’s Joe Bove.
During the doubles competition on Sunday, Lawrence’s three
doubles team played some tough
matches. One team was able to
make it to the finals, while another team won the consolation
championship.
Lawrence’s No. 1 doubles
team, DeCorte and Jumes, defeated St. Norbert’s Alex Vanderberg
and Ben Vande Zande in the
quarterfinals, 8-4. In the semifinals, the team beat Lake Forest’s
Dan Pivonka and Nick Rehm,
9-7. DeCorte and Jumes fell to
Grinnell’s Tommy Pitcher and Jose
Coloma in a close match, 8-6.
The No. 2 doubles team,

freshman David Brooker and
Schuman-Kline, fell to Cornell’s
Thomas Weiss and Corey Duncan
in the quarterfinals, 8-4. In the
consolation semifinals, the
team was able to defeat Ripon
College’s Zach Muench and Jacob
Kramer 8-0. In the consolation
final, Brooker and Schuman-Kline
defeated Monmouth College’s
Walker and Saxon Day, 8-4, for the
consolation championship.
The No. 3 doubles team, Busch
and sophomore Izaya Turenne,
defeated Carroll’s Nemcek and
Gjerseth in the quarterfinals 8-3.
The team was soon defeated by
Grinnell’s Tracy Johnson and Sam
Stickels in the semifinals, 8-1.
With the season at its end,
the team will be graduating four
seniors from their team of 10. The
coach, Steve Francour, was honored with the Midwest Conference
Men’s Tennis Coach of the Year.
The season marks an important milestone. For the first time
in three years, the Lawrence tennis program qualified for the conference playoffs. The tennis team
has been consistently improving
over those years. They will be a
team to watch out for when they
next take the court next spring.

Freshman Sportlight
by Teddy Kortenhof

Josh Janusiak—Track
This week, I talked with freshman and distance runner Josh
Janusiak. Last weekend, Janusiak traveled to the Hillsdale
Gina Relays with the top runners on the track team. At
the meet, Janusiak faced some of the stiffest competition
in division three track. The freshman rose to the occasion,
running the 10,000 meters in a blistering 32 minutes and
25.1 seconds for a second-place finish. At just over six miles,
the 10,000-meter run is the longest event in collegiate
track. Janusiak’s time puts him in first place in the Midwest
Conference in the event.
Teddy Kortenhof: Hi Josh, congratulations! Your race last
weekend was more than impressive.
Josh Janusiak: Thank you, Teddy.

TK: How did it feel traveling to Michigan with only your
coach and three other teammates?

JJ: I had a great time because I got a couple extra days off of
school to relax after my race, which was Thursday night. I
really liked the individual attention from coach and having
an excess supply of food. But I also missed my teammates,
of course. It would have been fun with the whole team, but
it also wouldn’t have been as realistic.

TK: Did the meet feel different without the whole team
there?

JJ: It did feel like a different type of meet because there was
some really good competition, and it had a different kind of
atmosphere from some of the meets that we go to. A lot of
the events were at a different time of day, and it was spread
out over multiple days, so it was a different experience.
Like having to go to bed and come back to the meet. It was
pretty fun.
TK: Did you prefer the different experience to a more normal race day experience?

JJ: They both have their pros and cons, but I wouldn’t have
preferred that experience had I not raced Thursday night,
which was the first day [of the meet]. I like to get it over
with so I can enjoy the competition.
TK: How do you feel about your race?

JJ: I was really happy with my race because I always
thought I was a long distance runner, and I always liked the
longer workouts. And I was optimistic about the 10K, and
it went really well, even though we got off to a kind of slow
start in the race. I negative split, which was exciting. I had a
lot of help from [seniors Clare [Bruning] and [sophomore]
Erin [Schrobilgen], because they cheered me on every lap
of that intensely long race. And the music helped too. So
some distraction was pretty good.
TK: Did they play music during your race?

JJ: They did! And it was great. I loved it. I’m not sure if I
would have loved it in a shorter race, but in the 10K it was
really nice to have music.
TK: What is your ideal race music?

JJ: Oh, some ‘80s mixed with pop, probably. Taylor Swift.
Taylor Swift.

TK: I have heard that this was your first 10K. Was it what
you expected?

JJ: It is my first 10K, and I almost expected it to feel worse
earlier on in the race. I felt pretty good. I think the next time
I race it I will feel worse earlier on because I will have to
start a little faster.
TK: Do you have a routine to get ready for competition?

JJ: I think the routine changes with the meet. If it is a nice
day I will go on a warmup. I will spend a lot more time
outside, just enjoying the weather. If it is a colder day I will
spend more time inside, listening to music or something
like that.
TK: You have only one meet left before conference. What do
you want to accomplish with the rest of the season?

JJ: I would like to try to win the 10K at conference. And,
of course, [personal record] time-wise. And I would like
to see the team do well. I like to see PR’s with all the team
members because it creates a better sense of solidarity and
togetherness at the end of the season if we can end on a
good note.

Photo by Emei Thompson

TK: Right now, your 10K time puts you at the very top of the
conference, which suggests that you might wind up having
to lead the race at conference. Is that something that you
think you are ready for?
JJ: In this past 10K I did have to lead for some of it. I have
struggled with leading races at some points in my career,
but I think if I have to lead a race, the 10K will be a good
race for me to lead, because you can just focus on time
splits. I have my coach there. If I mess up on one lap, I can
always just make it up in the next laps.
TK: I look forward to seeing you run this weekend!
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Adam Busch—Tennis
STANDINGS

This week I sat down with senior Adam Busch of the Men’s Tennis
team. Busch played a critical role in helping the Vikings clinch their
first trip to the Midwest Conference Championships as a team since
2012. Busch came from behind to win his match and grab the decisive
fifth win needed to beat Cornell College.

MEN’S TENNIS

Gabe Chapman: How does it feel to be done with Lawrence tennis
after four years?

TEAM
Grinnell
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Lawrence
Cornell
St. Norbert
Carroll
Knox
Illinois
Ripon

Adam Busch: It’s pretty weird, I still don’t think it has actually
kicked in yet. To be part of something like that for four years is pretty cool, and I know all the seniors feel the same way.
GC: Why did you decide to play tennis at Lawrence?

AB: Well, when I came in as a freshman I was not as good as the
other guys, but I thought I’d just give it a chance. The first couple
of weeks hanging out with the guys and seeing how close everyone
was and just how well the group got along made me want to stick
around, and I’m really glad I did. Having the friendship and the bond
with all those guys is really neat.

GC: Tell me about that match with Cornell. I know you had a pretty
big role.

AB: Well, I play both on the team, but I came into college having only
ever played competitive doubles. But I’ve worked a lot with the guys
on the team and they’ve helped me figure out how to play singles
and I think I turned out to be a pretty good singles player. But I think
I have more fun playing doubles, and being out there with someone
and getting a win together is special.

GC: Take me through the conference matches. What did you guys do
well, and what were you disappointed with?
AB: We played Grinnell in the first round, and they have won conference the past 13 years. We were expecting to win, but it was
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disappointing nonetheless. We had individual conference too, and I
think we had some pretty good results. Brian [DeCorte] and David
[Jumes] play number one doubles and they took second place at the
top flight, which is really hard to do. That’s something I don’t think
we’ve done since like 2008. So it’s pretty special.
GC: I saw that your coach won the Midwest Conference Coach of the
Year. How does it feel to be on a team with that level of coaching?
What kind of impact does it have?

AB: Yeah, it’s really nice. My sophomore year we ended with four
wins, and this season we took forth in conference and ended with
12 wins. So it’s a big jump. A lot of it is because of him coming in and
getting us going in practice.
GC: Do you have any plans to continue playing tennis at all?

AB: Yeah, hopefully. I don’t know how many chances I’ll get to play
competitively, but I hope that wherever I end up I can still find
people to hit with as much as possible.

Bruning, Schrobilgen, Davies and Janusiak run at Gina Relays
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_________________________

Last week, members of the
Lawrence Track and Field team
traveled to Hillsdale, Michigan
to compete at the Gina Relays.
With many colleges and universities from across the country,
the Gina Relays gives Lawrence
runners the unique opportunity
to compete against a large field
full of tough competition. This is
particularly valuable for distance
runners, as being surrounded by
high class runners will push them
to better times. With the conference championship just around
the corner, seniors Clare Bruning
and Cam Davies, sophomore Erin
Schrobilgen and freshman Josh
Janusiak traveled to Hillsdale
to test themselves against what
promised to be a highly competi-

tive matchup. “We got to compete
against runners we had never
seen before, some that were out
of our league, and it forced us to
adapt and go faster than we have
all season,” says Bruning.
Bruning and Schrobilgen
competed together in a field of
90 runners in the five kilometer race. The two Viking runners
worked together in the race to
take 61st and 63rd, respectively.
Bruning finished in 18:51 with
Shcobilgen right at her heels at
18:52. Michigan State freshman
Jenny Rogers won the race in
17:13.
Freshman Josh Janusiak also
competed at Hillsdale in his firstever 10-kilometer race. Janusiak
finished second in the race with
a time of 32:25, a mark that is
currently the best in the conference. “I think it was a pretty good
debut,” says Janusiak. “I think I

North
MWC
8-4
10-6
7-5
4-8
3-9
South
Grinnell
12-0
Cornell
10-2
Monmouth
7-9
Illinois
2-10
Knox
1-11
TEAM
Beloit
St. Norbert
Ripon
Lawrence
Carroll

AB: Probably making it to team conference this year was the coolest thing out of the four years. And beating Cornell [College] on the
last match of our season. It was a complete team win and everyone
pitched in. It was nice.

GC: Do you identify as more of a singles or doubles player? I know a
lot of guys play both.

OVR
29-5
16-8
10-10
12-10
13-11
7-8
7-12
2-20
2-17
1-18

BASEBALL

GC: Is there a single highlight or moment that stands out for you that
you think you’ll remember?

AB: Yeah, so, we knew it was going to be close the whole time, and
we came in and swept doubles, which was pretty surprising. That
got a lot of momentum going to singles, and then singles started
pretty slow—[senior] Ethan [Perushek] won easily, but everyone
else was struggling. I was down a set and 0-3 in the second set,
but I ended up coming back to win the second set 7-5 and won the
third set 6-1 to get the fifth and clinching victory. [Teammate] Brian
[DeCorte] was still playing when I finished and it was nice to have
someone down on the courts playing with me so I didn’t feel all the
pressure.

MWC
9-0
8-1
7-2
6-3
4-5
4-5
4-5
2-7
1-8
0-9

have even faster times in me since
the race was a little slow in the
beginning, and I felt really strong
for most of it.” Look for Janusiak
to continue to improve as he gains
more experience in a race that is
already his forte.
Senior Cam Davies competed
in the three-kilometer steeplechase the next day. Davies finished 22nd out of a field of 34. His
time of 9:31 gives him the number
one seed in the conference and
puts him in a great position moving forward. Additionally, Davies’
time is ranked 47th nationally in
Division Three. Davies is currently
the only member of the track team
to be nationally ranked.
Next weekend, the entire
Viking Track team will compete at
their only home meet of the year
as they sharpen up for the conference championship. “Some of us
will use the home meet to refine

our racing techniques, we will get
in some good recovery, and we’ll
be ready for conference,” says
Janusiak. The Viking Invitational
will take place this Saturday, May
7 at Alexander Gymnasium.

OVR
22-10
17-12
9-21
10-22
13-17
26-4
20-11
18-17
15-17
7-22

SOFTBALL
TEAM
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Carroll
Illinois
Cornell
Lawrence
Grinnell
Beloit
St. Norbert
Ripon
Knox

MWC
18-2
16-4
14-6
13-7
13-7
11-8-1
7-12
6-13
5-15
4-15-1
1-19

OVR
24-11
26-10
23-13
21-15
20-16
18-14-2
16-19
10-26
6-30
4-31-1
1-33

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
May 4, 2016

By the
Numbers

47
National ranking
of senior Cam Davies performance in
the three-kilometer
Steeplechase
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Senior Send-off: Terese Swords
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

________________________________________

With graduation quickly approaching,
our time with the class of 2016 is getting
short. This column will feature a different
senior each week for the rest of the year to
give us a better idea of what members of our
senior class are doing after Lawrence and
how they got to where they are today. This
week’s senior is Terese Swords, who will be
moving to Madison in August to work at Epic
Systems as a project manager.
“I still don’t totally understand what
my job is going to be,” Swords said. “Epic
is a software company for electronic health
records. From the sounds of it, I’m going to
have to learn how to do some coding, but a
lot of my job will be managing other people
and then implementing software at hospitals
around the country.”
I asked her to clarify what she meant by
“learn” how to code. “I feel like I often say I
can do things even if I don’t know if I actually can, because Google is a thing,” Swords
explained. “In the interview they asked me
how certified I was out of 10, and I said 10.”
Despite this, it is important to note that the
application process involved a series of standardized tests and she did well in computer
science. “It was multiple choice,” she said.
With a double major in Biology and
English, Swords said her job search was far
from conventional, as were her job offers.
For instance, she said, “I got offered a job
where I would be contracted out to work for
the FBI, but I turned that down.”
Swords chose Epic because she liked
the company’s emphasis on continued learning, which is important to her; for a while
she considered going to graduate school for
English, but realized it was only because
she wanted to take the classes rather than
prepare for a future career. “I think I’m going
to miss school a lot,” she said. “I’m going to
miss just sitting in class and learning about
something weird.”
Swords exemplifies the liberal arts
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notion of pursuing a wide spectrum of interests and disciplines. Though she came to
Lawrence thinking she would major in premed and psychology, her intellectual curiosity changed her course. “Here [at Lawrence],
I feel like it’s easy to fall into things because
they interest you,” she said. “I became a biology major because after having Freshman
Studies with Brian Piasecki, he asked me if I
wanted to work with him and clone worms.
I hadn’t taken a bio class yet, but I thought
it sounded awesome, so I cloned worms
with him over the summer and then decided
on the bio major. And then that year I took
English with Celia Barnes and liked it, and
decided to be an English major.”
Being able to turn an initial interest
into something bigger is what Swords feels
Lawrence prepares you for, and why she

feels ready for her job at Epic. “Lawrence
teaches you how to learn, but it also teaches
you how to do things,” she said. “I feel like a
lot of people are interested in the process:
if you want to do this, these are the steps
you need to take to do it. Like, you want
to do research? You probably should take
Intro[duction] to Bio[logy]—but I didn’t.
Lawrence allows you to jump into the deep
end so to speak, but then be fine. Like, I don’t
know how to code, but I’ll be fine.”
Swords has found herself in the deep
end this term. As her interests at Lawrence
culminate, she’s been overloading with an
independent study for her honors project, Contemporary American Poetry, Postcolonial Writers, French 200 and the Biology
Senior Experience. However, she maintained
that while the reading can be daunting, if you

are truly interested in what you are learning,
it is worth it and is not as difficult as it may
seem.
“If you’re interested in something, just
do it,” was her final advice. “There were
times when I felt like I knew what I wanted
to do, so I was taking classes that were prescribed to that. But then I realized later on
that I was interested in a lot of other things.
So if you’re interested in things, don’t be
afraid to deviate from your original plan and
pursue that.”
And maybe, do not be afraid to stretch
the truth in an interview.

Photo

Corner
The exhibition,
“Cuba: The
Revolution from
the Inside” presented by
Professor of
Spanish Gustavo
Fares, examines the 1959
revolution from
the perspective
of the Cubans.
This retrospective is especially
important post
Obama’s recent
visit to Cuba.
This exhibit will
be featured in
the Warch Campus Center from
May 2-18.
Photo by Minh
Nguyen
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PAO Celebrates Asian Pacific Heritage Month
Karina Barajas
Staff Writer

__________________________________

Throughout the week, the Pan-Asian
Organization (PAO) set up a table to educate students about Asian-Pacific Islander
American (APIA) Heritage Month. The table
set up a spinning wheel that included questions about Asian people, places, historical events, food and culture. The prizes for
answering the questions right were shrimp
chips and Asian candy.
Juniors Veronica Thao and Evelina Vang,
co-presidents of PAO, both identify as Hmong
and were excited for the upcoming celebration in May. Thao is proud of her Hmong
heritage because to her it means strength.
“We were the first ones to be excluded by law
in this nation,” said Thao of Hmong American
history. “We have been taken over many
times in history, in Korea, Vietnam, Japan
and Hawaii. It means everything to be who
I am, and it is empowering to be part of this
community.”
Thao and Vang want those who identify
as Asian to be able to speak up when things
are wrong, as well as to debunk stereotypes
and micro-aggressions against APIA people,
such as being quiet and not confronting
controversial issues. “We want to empower
[ourselves] as a family and a community,”
said Vang. This theme will also be explored
in activities relating to the Asian-Pacific
Islander community throughout the month
of May.
To kick off the event, PAO, along with
the Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) and
Waseda students hosted a “Make Your Own
Roll” event last Sunday, May 1. Students par-

ticipated in making rolls from different Asian
countries. The Waseda students offered a
variety of sushi, while PAO made Vietnamese
spring rolls and (OMA) made Filipino plantain rolls.
The event took place in the Diversity
Center, a place created as a safe space for
students to discuss issues or host events
related to their cultures and ethnicities.
When asked about the “Make Your Own Roll”
event, senior Corey Torres responded, “In
the past it has been very successful and we
want to continue. We want to bring in more
people but specifically to inform them and
have those who identify as APIA a chance to
share who they are with different foods from
their culture.”
This year, OMA started a series of cultural dinners where groups and student
organizations are invited to discuss relevant
issues centered on student activism. Torres
says that the importance of educating students about diversity and culture is so that
students can “think more broadly about the
world and the space that we live in. If anyone
was objected to that idea, it would be hard
for them to accept others. When we challenge them to diversify their brain they will
become more open to those with different
cultures and backgrounds.”
Throughout May, PAO will host a variety of events themselves as well as in collaboration with other groups on campus to
celebrate the APIA month. On May 3 and 10,
members of PAO will be giving presentations
discussing issues related to people of APIA
heritage in the U.S., such as the whitewashing of Hollywood and the appropriation of
the Indian culture. On May 14, in conjunction
with Ormsby Zoo Days, PAO will be hosting the “Gotta Catch ‘Em All” tournament.

Weekend Highlight:
Make Your Own Roll

Students taste different kinds of sushi rolls.
Photo by Hitkarsh Chanana

On May 18, the Associate Dean of Students
for Diversity Pa Lee Moua will be presenting “My Journey: Asian American Women
in Higher Education,” followed by a dinner
reception. PAO will be selling bubble tea at
the LU-aroo on the Quad during the weekend
of May 27-28. PAO is also teaming up with
the Committee on Diversity Affairs (CODA)
to give a talk about the Model Minority Myth
and its pervasiveness in the U.S. society.
“My favorite events are more discussion-based,” said Vang. “We are having
discussions to empower and educate the
campus and especially those who identify
as APIA. There are also activities that will
encompass this community.”

When asked about the most important
thing to know about Asian history, Thao
responded, “We are often not in history and
[are] usually overlooked. People forget how
important we are and what role we played
to build this nation too, and we are also
discriminated against as people of color.
When we forget things that happened, the
past becomes repeated.” PAO is continuing
to work on empowering and educating the
campus about the APIA community.

Sushi rolls made by Waseda students.

Student makes a Filipino plantain roll.
Photos by Hitkarsh Chanana

Empowering women
through actions and art
Mina Seo
Staff Writer

________________________________________________

Students enjoy rolls and conversation in the Diversity Center.

Some of the highlights of the Women’s
Empowerment Week that took place during April 25-29, were the Women’s SelfDefense Seminar and the “Body Liberation”
photo exhibition.
The Women’s Self-Defense Seminar
took place at 1 p.m. on April 21 in the MultiPurpose Room of the Wellness Center. The
program was sponsored by Lawrence
University Grappling Club, with the help
of coaches from Fox Valley Grappling Club.
During the two-hour seminar, participants discussed the necessity of protecting
their own bodies as women and learned
basic movements of self-defense rooted in
Brazilian jujitsu. This type of ground-based
jujitsu is originally designed to protect the
weaker, smaller person against physically
bigger opponents making it easily applicable to an attack and defense situation.

Junior and President of Lawrence
Grappling Club Shana Pike has been organizing this annual seminar for the past two
years. She began training in the martial
arts at the Fox Valley Grappling Club when
she entered college, but her interest in
women’s self-defense started much earlier
than that. Pike said that with the addition of
the coaches from the Fox Valley Grappling
Club, she hoped participants would begin to
understand themselves as the “sole owners
of their bodies.”
When preparing for this event, Pike
confessed that she struggled to involve
more people in the seminar. Since so much
time and effort goes into organizing the
seminar, she said it was hard for her to
gather more people to actively participate.
Although Pike admitted that women’s selfdefense may not be “something fun to talk
about,” it is important to acknowledge the

See page 10
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Hadyn’s
“The Creation”
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

______________________

This past Friday, April
29, in the Lawrence Memorial
Chapel,
the
Lawrence
Symphony Orchestra, Viking
Chorale, Concert Choir, Cantala
and three soloists—two alumni and a current student—
came together to perform
one of Franz Joseph Haydn’s
most well-known works, “The
Creation.” Throughout its three
parts, the oratorio details the
events of the beginning of Book
of Genesis—God’s creation of
the world in seven days and
Adam and Eve’s blissful first
days in the Garden of Eden.
The story is told by the
programmatic music from the
orchestra, soloists representing three archangels and the
choir representing the hosts
of heaven. I liked this use of
medium for retelling the story
and certain parts stuck out to
me, but to be honest, I did not
revel in the music.
When I was first asked
to cover this concert, I agreed
with slight hesitation—a mix
of nervousness and excitement.
At the time, I had not reviewed
a traditional classical concert
since early high school, and
my reviews were not nearly as
strong then. However, I thought
that this assignment would be a
learning experience for me and
get me to do something I never
really have done—write about
music I know little about and
do not really enjoy.
I want to make this clear,
though: from my previous sentence, it sounds like this article
will be a review bashing an
overall strong performance,
but it will not be. I strongly
believe that one—especially
a critic/journalist/whatever I
am—can learn at least a little
from any musical performance,
and sometimes that learning
happens in an uncomfortable
or undesirable situation.
I also want to make clear
that this will not be a review
of the performance itself, but
rather of my thought process
and reaction to it spiraling in
and out of control throughout
about 1,000 words. I like using
this column as a means to meditate on certain ideas relating
to music, whatever they may
be. The aspect of this concert
that drew me in was that I
have never had trouble writing
about music or connecting to
it, but this time, I did. I hope
to use this meditation as a way
to deal with my own confusion
and faults as a music journalist.
The hardest problem to
deal with was my lack of ideas
and recognition that I would not
feel the same about this concert
as say, a free jazz performance.
I felt less at ease after hearing
from several friends participat-

ing in the performance that it
would not be anything special,
even that it would not sound
that good due to lack of preparation. Thus, going into it, I was
at a loss of what I would write
about.
During the performance,
my lack of ideas was probably
worse. I had less of an idea what
to write about, but it sounded
good for the most part. Again,
I do not know much at all
about choir or orchestra performances, but it certainly did
not sound bad or ill-prepared
to me. Despite some performers’ apprehension, the concert overall was jovial and the
happiness was contagious—it
was a celebration. But I knew
I could not just write a review
saying “it sounded good to this
guy who is not in the theory
sequence and only plays jazz
and improvisatory music and
is predominantly a writer in
the college.” But it also did not
move me. As my more consistent readers probably can tell,
I am always moved at least a
little by the music I write about,
and usually it tends to move me
a lot. With this concert, though,
I felt nothing.
I realize the readers of
this meditation who were part
of the large ensemble may
be slightly offended by my
review, but the main thing I
learned from this concert is
that I should be honest with
what I think, merely because
it does not make sense for me
to sugarcoat my thoughts or
even completely alter them,
producing a review dripping
with music theory vocabulary
that I know little about. To
me, the importance of writing
about music stems from the
desire for others to peer into
the writer’s thoughts. Sure, it is
nice to read a simple review of
an album, critiquing the band’s
sound, approach to composition and the like. Sure, it is nice
to read that the performers did
a bang-up job and the audience
applauded for several minutes.
These things are all great and
certainly aid many readers in
finding things to listen to or
provide something to compare
their own critiques to, but the
most accurate documentation
of a writer’s connection to the
music typically comes out in
a no-holds-barred, stream-ofconsciousness meditation, at
least for me.
The strangest part of this
concert and covering it was
that it was the first concert I
felt almost no connection to.
This is not to say it was a bad
thing—there is plenty of music
people will hear and not connect to much but still enjoy.
I did enjoy it—the harmonies
and rich, full sound of such a
huge ensemble was incredible

See page 10

The Lawrence Symphony Orchestra and choirs perform Hadyn’s “The Creation” in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Photo by Natalie Cash

SAI/BLUME-Haiti Benefit
Concert inspires awareness
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Sunday, May 1, Lawrence
University hosted the SAI/
BLUME-Haiti Chamber Music
Benefit Concert, where campus
chamber groups came together
to perform a variety of smalland large-ensemble pieces. The
proceeds from the concert, put
on by the non-profit organization Building Leaders for Music
Education (BLUME)-Haiti and the
Lawrence chapter of the international women’s fraternity for
music Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI), will
help young Haitians attend a summer music camp in Haiti.
BLUME-Haiti is a nonprofit organization headed by
Lawrence’s own George and
Marjorie Olsen Chandler Professor
of Music and cellist Janet Anthony,
who travels to Haiti every summer
to teach at the music camp. During
the school year, she trains a few
students to speak Haitian Creole
so that they can go with her.
The event was supposed to
fundraise for BLUME-Haiti, but
it would not have been possible
without the help of the Lawrence
chapter of SAI, which has a strong
following. They hosted the benefit
concert and helped raise money
by selling baked goods and flowers.

Roaming Fees
continued from page 3

makes obligation to plans already
made seem like everything but. It
becomes an idea to fulfill only if it
happens to work well with X, Y and
Z other things. Keeping up with the
times is a necessary consequence of
staying with it. But, should you find
yourself unarmed for a day —or
an hour—waiting for your cracked
iPhone screen to be fixed or updating your operating system, it’s a little
bit liberating and a lot less timeconsuming to meet your friend at 3
p.m. for a coffee and see them there,
no ifs, ands or buts about it.

The concert was headed
by the Kaukauna High School
Orchestra, who played two joyful and upbeat Haitian folk
songs before heading in a darker direction with a piece called
“Plainte Nocturne” or “Nocturnal
Complaint.” The orchestra’s director, Lori Lacey, imagined the piece
as the story of a child going to
bed having had nothing to eat.
Although some of the students
looked uninterested, the group
did a good job of setting the stage
for the rest of the night.
After a short break, a
Lawrence chamber group comprised of violin, flute, piano, trumpet and trombone played a piece
about light by Missy Mazzoli, a
popular contemporary composer.
The piece portrayed the different aspects and behaviors of light,
using the strange combination of
different instruments to create
unique soundscapes.
Other Lawrence student
chamber ensembles included the
singing group Harmonia, who
gave an enchanting and intimate
performance of a song written in
Haitian Creole and a virtuosic performance of Concerto for Flute
and Percussion by sophomore
Emma Reading and junior Irene
Durbak.
There was a brief intermission presentation by senior Ally
Kurihara, who studies saxophone

and music education in the conservatory. She recently traveled with Professor Anthony on
a BLUME-Haiti trip. In Haiti, she
taught music theory to young
aspiring musicians. Kurihara said
she learned how important it is
to reach these children when they
are young and excited to learn.
After Kurihara’s presentation ended, Haitian composer
Christopher
Ducasse
came
onstage to tell us about the final
piece on the program: “Souvenirs”
for cello ensemble. He wrote this
piece—whose title translates to
“Memories”—about Haiti and the
wonderful people he knows there.
Professor Anthony enlisted 13 of
her students to perform together for the world premiere of the
piece. They gave a touching rendition of the poppy piece, all while
smiling and nodding along.
The
SAI/BLUME-Haiti
Chamber Music Benefit Concert
helped raise awareness for the
need for music education in
Haiti and the positive influence
of music on young minds. Many
in the audience were inspired to
make a contribution. Those who
want to learn more about BLUMEHaiti can find information on their
website.

CORRECTION: In the April 29 issue of
The Lawrentian, the headline “Theatre
department puts on Spelling Bee” was
misleading and incorrect. The production reviewed in the article was in fact
directed, produced and performed
by members of the student organization Student Plays and Musicals At
Lawrence University (SPAMALU). The
editorial board regrets this mistake.
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

BRANDIN KREUDER

Emma Arnesen
Staff Writer

________________________

Lawrence’s
five-year
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor
of Music double-degree program
allows students to pursue both
musical and non-musical interests in a highly collaborative
and innovative environment. For
supersenior Brandin Kreuder,
the double-degree program has
allowed him to explore his love
for both violin and the visual
arts. Pursuing a Bachelor of
Music degree in violin performance and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in studio art, Kreuder is
the second person ever to be a
music and art double-major and
the first Lawrentian to be studying violin performance alongside
studio art. However, Kreuder did
not plan to study both of these
disciplines when he first came to
Lawrence.
Starting violin in fourth
grade, Kreuder said, “I absolutely
hated it, and I skipped orchestra
all the time, until I was probably
in sixth grade. Then, all of a sudden I started liking it.” During his
early orchestra years, Kreuder
participated in the Wisconsin
School
Music
Association
(WSMA) State Honors Orchestra,
and in high school he was a
member of the Milwaukee Youth
Symphony.
Although Kreuder came to
Lawrence wanting to continue
violin, he still sees visual art as
his first passion. “I saw the movie
‘Titanic’ when I was five years old,

and I would draw the actual ship
all the time … I don’t know why I
was obsessed with it, but I was,
and that was always my subject,”
he mentioned. Throughout his
childhood, Kreuder found inspiration through anime characters
from “Pokémon” and “Yu-Gi-Oh!,”
and in high school he transitioned to portraiture and ceramics. “Outside of school I would
spend all my time drawing, and
so I guess my time [at Lawrence]
I’ve also been doing a lot of drawing,” Kreuder commented. It was
not until his sophomore year
that Kreuder realized his passion
for art could transform into a
second major.
Combining both a music
major and art major has sparked
interesting conversation for
Kreuder. “People will tell me
[…] ‘you should combine them’
[…] You know, for me, I actually really like to keep them
separate because I find that I’m
in two different mindsets when
I’m working in music and when
I’m working in visual art.” For
Kreuder, music is exciting and
often more social in comparison to art, which he describes
as meditative with more fulfillment and enjoyment. Though
he likes to keep the two apart,
Kreuder commented that music
and art balance each other out.
“So say I have a day where music
is going really difficult for me—I
also have art to fall back on that
will be able to help me, so they
really just work well together,”
he stated.
May is an exciting month

for Kreuder, as it will feature
both his recital and his senior art
show. On May 11 in the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel, Kreuder will
be performing many contrasting
pieces for violin. “I’m really excited about [it] … [I am playing]
a sonata by Beethoven, a piece
called ‘Theme and Variations’ by
Messiaen, and Ravel’s famous
showpiece called ‘Tzigane,’” said
Kreuder eagerly. The Romantic
era is his favorite musical era, but
while being concertmaster the
last three years for the Lawrence
University Baroque Ensemble,
Kreuder has also enjoyed learning new musical styles and techniques. For his senior art show
on May 27, Kreuder has created
and sculpted many differentsized ceramic boxes. He hopes
that it will be an interactive display. “People will be able to pick
them up, see what’s inside, and
they’re kind of a surprise. There’s
nothing inside—it’s more about
the way that they’re made that I
want people to explore.” Ceramic
sculpting has allowed him to create a lot of different pieces all the
time. Though he admits that taking art classes on top of classes in
the Conservatory is a challenge,
Kreuder describes his senior art
show as a “culmination of multiple years—actually my entire
life—of building boxes.”
When asked about some of
the instructors and professors
he has worked with at Lawrence,
Kreuder smiled and said, “I would
like to give a shout-out to my violin teacher, [Associate Professor
of Music and Teacher of Violin]

Photo by Veronica Bella

Samantha George. She’s someone I find very inspiring because
of her organization skills […] and
[she] allows you to push yourself to the extent you want to
push yourself.” Kreuder said that
George has also helped inspire
his organization for art-making. Two ceramics professors,
Sarah Gross [now a professor
at Kansas University] and current Uihlein Fellow of Studio Art
Meghan Sullivan, have also been
great inspirations to Kreuder.
Working as a studio assistant at
the Wriston Art Center in the
ceramics studio and helping put
together pieces for Gross’ exhibition last year have been memorable experiences for Kreuder.
“I guess I’ve just really
enjoyed the leadership positions
that Lawrence has allowed me
to have within the Symphony
Orchestra and the Baroque

Ensemble,” he said. “It’s allowed
me to develop a sense of leadership [that] I can take with
me to graduate school.” After
Lawrence, Kreuder will attend
Frost School of Music at the
University of Miami in Florida.
Well-known for its art scene in
hosting the Art Basel show in
Miami, Kreuder is excited for the
musical opportunities and being
able to visit galleries and showcase his ceramic work.
Lawrence’s double-degree
program has enabled Kreuder to
pursue both of his passions. He
stated, “For me, the only reason
I’m double majoring or doubledegree is because the majors
that I have are what I love, and I
just want people to be reminded
that they should put their time
and effort into things that they
love because if they don’t, they’re
not going to be happy.”

niscent of his earlier ambient
work—and an emotionless voice
telling a story, this track left me
perplexed. There were mentions
of a phoenix—foreshadowing the
reawakening and enlightenment
in the following song—and war,
but a lot is thrown at the listener,
and figuring out all the pieces is
nearly overwhelming.
However, the significance
of “The Hour Is Thin” and the
rest of the album sinks in as it
cross-fades into the final part of
“Fickle Sun” and the final part
of the album: “I’m Set Free,” a
beautifully moving cover of the
Velvet Underground’s original
song from their third album.
Throughout the album, the listener may notice from the lyrics
that the ship has sunk, although
the despair is much more explicit and hard to miss. It is most
prevalent in “The Hour Is Thin,”
where the transition into Lou
Reed’s lyrics—“I’m set free/To
find a new illusion”—are heavy

with sadness, yet also optimism.
The cover also serves as a touching homage from Eno to Reed,
as the Velvet Underground—and
that song in particular – served
as a main reason why Eno began
focusing more on music instead
of just visual art. The song closes
the album well, leaving the listener with a knowledge of darkness, but a reminder that there is
light as well.
This album did not resonate
with me on the first listen nearly
as much as his first few solo
albums did, most likely because
I prefer his art rock. But, after a
couple listens, I found the cohesiveness and themes brought
up throughout the album to be
extremely moving. It is a tough
album to crack, unlike his other,
more simple, ambient works, but
the power behind the words and
sounds is undoubtedly worth
understanding.

Album Review

Brian Eno’s
“The Ship”
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

Brian Eno—a musician,
composer and producer famous
almost equally for all three—
released his 26th solo album this
past Friday. With a career beginning in the ‘70s with all of these
solo albums, and about the same
amount of collaborative albums,
many of his produced efforts as
well as work in writing, educating and visual art, it is incredible
to most that Eno continues to
innovate to this day. However,
his new album “The Ship” does
exactly that, providing not only
calming and alluring soundscapes, but cryptic and imagerial
lyrics throughout.
The opening title track—the
longest on the album—encompasses aspects common to Eno’s
ambient music. It was nothing
out of the blue for an ambient
artist such as Eno. Lush strings

and synth pads create a beautiful
canvas for mysterious beeping
and vocals. This really solidifies
the ship imagery—the lushness
being like the calming waters and
the simple electronic tones playing the role of the titular ship and
its technology. The most interesting component of the first track
was the vocals. In a repeated,
weary melody, Eno sings of the
ship and its journey. As he sings
lethargically, the spaces between
his words bubble with collages
of sounds—beacon-esque beeps,
talking over the ship’s radio and
even unidentifiable music that
contrasts greatly with everything
else going on in the track.
The second song—the first
part of “Fickle Sun,” a three-part
section of the album—contains
one of my favorite moments on
the album. For the most part,
the song builds on the sounds
created in the first song, but it
features more changes in varying
intensity. “Fickle Sun (i)” peaks

about halfway in with a stark
contrast to its beginning and the
first song. Over a bed of static
and appliance noises, incredibly dense orchestral hits sound,
paired with abrasive high frequencies which are overwhelming but which my ears graciously
took in as unexpected and exhilarating. Nearly anyone can place
intense moments such as this
one in a song, but Eno masterfully prefaces it with a brewing
ominousness and slight shifts
from the tranquility established
in the first 20 or so minutes of
the album.
“Fickle Sun (ii) The Hour
Is Thin” is probably the most
unexpected song of the album,
at least for me. Based on my
familiarity with Eno, I have a
decent idea of what he will do
and if I do not, what he does typically makes sense for the most
part. But the penultimate song
was unlike anything I had heard
by him. Simply a piano—remi-
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Bystander intervention training
needs to be mandatory
Sexual violence is an epidemic on college campuses. Whether it presents itself as disturbing cases of repeat offenders or casual rape jokes, it is clear that not enough work
is being done to combat rape culture on campus. It is the opinion of the editorial board
that the university should mandate the Student Alliance Against Sexual Harassment and
Assault’s (SAASHA’s) Bystander Intervention Training for all students. This should not even
be a debate, considering the kinds of danger that threatens students, women especially but
not exclusively, on campus.
Currently, the “Think About It!” program is the only educational requirement for
Lawrence students that deals with the prevention of sexual misconduct. “Think About It!”
is an online program that all incoming freshman take before arriving on campus each fall.
Although “Think About It!” discusses sexual misconduct, it is not specifically tailored to the
subject; it is meant to cover “risky behavior” in general, and also discusses topics like drugs
and alcohol. While “Think About It!” is a good first step in the prevention of sexual misconduct, rape culture cannot be effectively dismantled through virtual, hypothetical situations.
Bystander Intervention Training, offered by SAASHA, is specifically designed to help
prevent sexual assault and harassment. It aims to prevent sexual assault by combatting the
“bystander effect,” which often inhibits people from doing what they can to prevent sexual
misconduct. Currently, annual Bystander Intervention Training sessions are required for
the members of any campus organization wishing to host an event open to all of campus,
but is not required for all Lawrence students.
What makes Bystander Intervention Training effective is its conversational format. The
training gets people talking to each other about consent and how to protect people from
violence. With so many people being assaulted, it is clear that these assaults are not being
perpetrated by just the most evil of people. Talking about these problems not only gives
students the tools to protect themselves and others, but it also forces students to consider
the ways in which they may contribute to rape culture. This process is more effective in a
non-judgemental, face-to-face discussion, which computer-based educational programs
like “Think About It!” cannot provide.
The infrastructure to implement such changes already exists. Lawrence has made
a huge investment in CORE to help freshmen get accustomed to college life. In order to
make the conversation about sexual violence more widespread and effective, Bystander
Intervention Training or a similar safe-space training program could be a required part
of the CORE program, perhaps led by group leaders themselves. In addition, this training
could even be a graduation requirement for all students. The message this would send is
clear: if a student wants to be a part of the campus community, they must ensure that campus is as safe as possible for everyone.
Lawrence has begun taking the steps to keep students safe, the changes we propose
would continue this process. All of campus should be trained to prevent sexual violence. As
a community, it is imperative that we do everything in our power to protect one another—
enough is enough.
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Jonathan Rubin at jonathan.c.rubin@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than 350 words.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty
and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the
staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters
outlined in the masthead.

Meditations

continued from page 8
to hear, as it is completely unlike
what I listen to normally. And the
soloists—Emily Birsan ’08, Evan
Bravos ’10 and freshman Luke
Honeck, the latter filling in as a
substitute right before the concert—were fantastic. I was able to
clearly understand them and they
took the music and text as their
own, just like any jazz musician
covering a song would.
Despite all of these good
things, I did not feel a connection. I personally did not resonate
with the performance, but I felt
its unique power based on the
appreciation of the audience in

the Chapel around me. Attending
so many moving concerts that
cater to more of a niche group
and seeing this concert positively
affect a completely different group
of people when I was not affected
made me feel content in a strange
way. There is going to be music
out there that most people will
enjoy, but I will not, and music
that I will enjoy, but most people
will not. This concert was a testament to the former, and I am fine
with that. It was difficult at first
to write my thoughts about this
concert, and even more difficult to
openly share them, but knowing
that I am remaining honest and
that I gained something from this
experience means the most to me
as a writer and listener.

Empowering

continued from page 7
violence women may be forced
to face throughout their lifetimes.
Sophomore Ashley Lagrange
contributed to the Women’s
Empowerment Week in a different way through her photo exhibition, entitled “Body Liberation.”
The goal of the exhibition is to
honor one’s own body and liberate oneself from social pressure and prejudices imposed on
individuals within our society.
Lagrange photographed the body
parts that participants felt most
uncomfortable with, interviewed
them and displayed the photos at
Warch Campus Center. According

Kittens are overrated
Henry Dykstal
Columnist

__________________________

So Saturday, on the last day
of April, I went to see the new
Key and Peele—has anyone ever
realized how British those names
sound together? They sound even
more British then Fry and Laurie,
and those were actual British
dudes—movie “Keanu,” which
was quite good. It featured, among
other things, Keegan Michael Key
convincing a bunch of drug dealers that George Michael was a
light skinned “O.G.”—the movie’s
word, not mine; Jordan Peele
making a calendar of Keanu the
kitten re-enacting various scenes
from classic cinema of the ‘80s
and ‘90s—but only for his personal use, which is a little weird;
and Anna Faris with a samurai
sword. Notably, Keanu the kitten is voiced by the actual Keanu
Reeves—and not just like the
one part of the movie where
Reeves talks, either. Reeves actually did the meows and everything. Testament to Reeves’ acting
abilities aside—he has done good
work—that is a pretty cool thing
for a dude to do, I think we can
all agree.
But you did not come here
to read me describing a movie
you should go see. No, you came
here for only the hottest, spiciest of takes, and trust me when I
say that Keanu is relevant to the
subject at hand today. That is this
plain and simple truth: Kittens are
overrated.
I know, I know, you’re going to
all write in a bunch of complaints
about this, and I am going to have
to open up a mailbag especially to
illustrate why you are wrong in
your opinions and why your takes
are not sufficiently hot
to rustle me. But I do
not care about that
right now. I am here
to tell the plain and
simple truth that kittens—and let us add
puppies to the list as
well—are overrated.
The first thing is that
they are not as cute as by
people say they are. I Yifan
may have a cold obsid- Zhang
ian stone forged by the proud
dwarves of Middle Earth instead
of a heart, but I can assure you
that I myself am not unaffected
by cute things. But kittens are
not cute. They are manipulatively cute, intentionally trying to
trick you into thinking they are
cute when in fact all they are is
a miniature cat. Making something smaller does not necessarily

to Lagrange, many of the participants mentioned that “the experience of letting [themselves be]
exposed to the cameras and vulnerable to the public view itself
felt good.”
All 35 participants in the
photo gallery had their own different life stories and motivations
for participating in the project.
One student asked Lagrange to
photograph a part of his body to
overcome his insecure feelings in
the new environment of Lawrence
University, while another freshman used this project to continue
to try to disregard the negative
comments of her body she heard
from her family members. During
this photo exhibition, Lagrange
said she appreciated the oppor-

mean something is cute. Nobody
would think a velociraptor that
only comes up to your ankle is
cute. They would be thinking, “Oh
God, there’s a velociraptor near
my ankle! Get it away before it
destroys my ankles in its ravenous desire to feed!” A kitten is just
the same as a tiny velociraptor: a
thing that fundamentally does not
like you, but in smaller form.
The second truth is that kittens are not cute because cats
are not cute. Dogs can be a lot of
fun and cute, provided you have
the right one. The right dog can
respect your privacy, not bark too
much and know how to behave
around strangers—my dog does
not do this, but he is still super fun
and cute—what do you mean I’m
being a hypocrite? A dog can do
all of this, while a cat is fundamentally a moody, disagreeable thing.
A cat will get on your computer
when you are trying to work. A
cat will scratch you even if it has
lived with you for years. A cat will
eat your corpse if you have a heart
attack and die on the kitchen floor,
while a dog will starve to death
rather than eat you if you have
sufficiently bonded with it. That is
way less deserving of scorn than
anything a cat does—because if
the dog will die if it does not eat
my dead body, I would let it eat
me. Hopefully it would pick me to
the bone and leave me a skeleton,
as that would be hardcore.
Do you still need more convincing? All right then, let us go
with the fact that kittens are overrated because baby animals—
and, come to think of it, human
babies as well—are awful to deal
with. A kitten has a good chance
of not knowing how to use the litterbox for quite some time. It gets
in the way, and it also needs constant care. If your definition of
cute requires something to be
overbearing, then congratulations, any and all small animals are right up your alley.
However, kittens are have
no chance of fitting in
my definition.
Just like with
cats, you cannot
spend very much
time with them.
When is the last time
you saw someone taking a cat
or a kitten for a walk? I’ll tell you
when—never. Cats are fundamentally irksome creatures who do
not like you, and to just assume
that you can bond with them any
more so when they are small and
cuddly is an inaccurate notion.
This is why I declare kittens to be
overrated.
tunity to interact with various
people and to help them accept
their physical appearances. “It
was beautiful to see how people
began to focus on their bodies
while I was taking photos,” she
said. “I hope people will remember the body they have is the body
they have.”
Together with the Women’s
Self-Defense class and the Body
Liberation project, other activities
such as Bystander Intervention
Training and donation programs
helped promote women’s empowerment and support gender equality throughout the week. All of
these diverse programs contributed to encourage the productive
public discourse on gender equality.
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C atcalling on
C o l l e g e Av e n u e
Cassie Gitkin
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

In Andrew Commons last week,
my friends and I were discussing
which dorms we wanted to live
in next year. Sage was a popular
choice, given its close proximity to
Warch. Personally, I was rooting
for Ormsby. Having lived in Plantz
this year, I was sick of crossing the
street multiple times a day to eat
or get to class.
Did that come off as
lazy? Let me explain. True, having
to walk an extra few hundred feet
in the winter can be brutal, but it
is not the walk that bothers me; it
is College Avenue. During the daytime, crossing the street is not too
bad. The cars generally stop for
you at the crosswalk, and the drivers tend to be middle-aged adults
on their way to or from work. At
night and on weekends, however,
this changes drastically.
The demographic of drivers on
College Avenue shifts from tired
parents to reckless teenagers and
young adults. Some of these young
adults think that catcalling is a
cool, fun thing to do. Given that
Lawrence is a place full of welleducated people, I will assume for
the sake of this article that anyone reading this understands the
harmful implications of catcalling.
If you do not understand that,
please educate yourself.
I cannot speak for anyone
else’s experiences, so I will speak
for my own. The people who have
yelled lewd, obscene and disre-

spectful things at me have been
exclusively male. It almost always
occurs at night, or at least in the
late afternoon. Typically, a moving car with a predominantly
male group inside will pass, and
a comment is yelled at me. The
comment is followed by raucous
laughter by the others in the car.
The car is always moving. Every
time I have been catcalled on
College Avenue, I have been wearing regular clothes. Baggy jeans,
long-sleeved shirts, a winter jacket, even sweaty workout clothes.
It does not make a difference. The
harassment continues regardless.
I have talked to my female
friends and the majority of them
have also shared in this humiliating, uncomfortable and powerless
experience. So why has little been
done about? I feel confident in
saying that the majority of catcalling that my peers and I have
experienced have come from
members of the Appleton community, not from Lawrence students. Lawrence is a bubble in
some regards, but College Avenue
slices right through campus—and
anyone can drive through and yell
whatever they want.
I do not have a perfect solution
to this problem, but I bring up this
issue to start a conversation about
it. I hope that this article can call
attention to the issue of catcalling
on campus and eventually create
a solution. I am at Lawrence to
learn and grow, not to hear “Nice
ass!” every time I walk back to
my dorm.

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE
Make your
message stand
out and be heard.

Not PC? Fine with me.

Oswaldo Gomez
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

It does not take long when
watching Fox News to realize how
much some people hate political
correctness. Especially among the
right, there seems to be a consensus that it is harming the fabric of
American identity. Arguments of
free speech, hurt feelings and even
national security are constantly
used to attack political correctness. Ted Cruz has even suggested
on national television that political correctness “is killing people.”
“Lying Ted’s” sweeping remarks
on the dangers of political correctness are, of course, wrong. The
conversation on political correctness has no place in a news outlet,
and much less in a presidential
debate. After all, is a debate really
needed? Political correctness is
not an infectious disease. It is a
standard that those who deal in
public affairs should adhere to.
But, what about all other
parts of life? To what extent
is
political
correctness
more than a political issue?
Oddly enough, the spread of
a politically correct culture has
offended people all around. Even
Lawrence, a very politically correct (PC) institution, is often
split on questions of how PC we
should be. It is my opinion that
by its nature, political correctness should only be demanded
in political, public or safe forums.
Art forms, for example, constantly make politically incorrect
remarks. But there is value to this.
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Art and expression are methods
of challenging our understanding of culture, and as such, we
must expect them to be incorrect, even if they are problematic.
Take comedy as the first case.
Comedians all over have rallied against political correctness
and this seems to be the consensus among them. Even clean
comedians that usually refrain
from controversy have voiced
concern with political correctness. Jerry Seinfeld characterized the movement towards correctness as a “creepy PC thing.”
Frankly ,I do not see PC culture
as creepy nor complex, but there
is validity in being concerned by
it as a comedian. Comedy is an
oratory art that relies on challenging stereotypes and beliefs.
Presenting widely conceived
notions of someone’s identity
is key to maintaining comedy.
As a Hispanic man, I know
well that comedy constantly reinforces stereotypes. However, I
do not think that it is done in
a malicious way. Nor do I think
that comedy influences culture
enough to cement prejudices.
George Lopez fans might assume
that drive-through workers have
funny accents, but that does not
make them hate immigrants, nor
does it persuade them to vote for
Donald Trump. When you decide
to consume comedy, you do it with
already prescribed notions of how
people act. If, as an adult, you
blame comedy for your education in culture and society, then
you are not a well-informed

or even a good person overall.
But, comedy is not the only
place where a non-PC culture
should be allowed to flourish.
Take music as another example.
Thanks to a more informed generation, black culture is becoming better preserved in hip-hop.
If rappers had not been allowed
to demean women, offend LGBT+
people and hammer in racial
prejudice, we would not have the
“real” culture that we have today.
Music, film, literature and
many other art forms all thrive
because we are able to challenge
and expose prejudice. Who we are
is expressed as much in what we
do as in what we say. If we are to
truly become informed of others’
identity, we must allow them to
express freely, even if it offends us.
Realistically,
insensitive
material will always exist in
the arts—feeling uncomfortable with it is as much a part
of being politically correct as
attempting to not be insensitive.

join

the lawrentian

as a writer or
photographer.
We want your voice
in our publication.

If interested, visit
lawrentian.com/apply

LISTINGS

12

May 6, 2016

THE LAWRENTIAN

PHOTO POLL

Hitkarsh Chanana
Staff Photographer

Have you ever received bystander intervention training and how has it impacted—or how would it
impact—you?
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“As a woman, I’ve always been forced to be
very conscious of my environment. Taking part in
the bystander intervention training reaffirmed my
initial ideas of necessary action when seeing or
experiencing violent students.”
—Bane Toure

“As an RLA, bystander intervention was a part of
my training. It was incredibly challenging, but has
taught me to be more aware of my surroundings.”
—Tahsin Huq

“No. I hope I would know the right thing to do
anyway, but if I did have the training I think I would
be more sure of what to do and would be able to
act quickly.”
—Thomas Harper

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline

“Yes, I’ve had it. I have never been in a situation
where I needed to use these skills, but I do think
having them is incredibly valuable.”
—Minh Ta

“No, I haven’t. I would love to because it will
help me be more aware of my surroundings and
maybe intervene, if necessary.”
—Saahil Cuccria

“Yes, I have had it as a part of CORE. I haven’t
been in a situation where I have had to use
those skills, but I’m now more conscious of my
surroundings because of having had this training.”
—Paris Wicker
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LUCC 2016-17 Class Representative Applications

are now available

Applications are
available for rising
sophomores, juniors
and seniors.
Questions or concerns
can be directed to
LUCC@lawrence.edu

Be the voice of your class.

Physical copies are available
at the Info Desk, Campus Life
Office and the LUCC office on
the 4th floor of Warch.
Apps can be found online at
lawrence.edu by searching
for “LUCC”, then clicking on
“Forms” and going to the Class
Representative Applications tab.
The deadline for submitting the apps
is Friday, May 13 at 11:59 p.m.

